
PROSPECTUS

Years 10 and 11
2019 – 2020 Academic Year

Key Stage 4
British School of Bucharest

Early Years Foundation Stage / Primary / Secondary
42 Erou Iancu Nicolae Street, 077190, Voluntari, Ilfov County, Romania

Telephone: + 40 21 267 89 19, +40 728 133 432, +40 728 133 433
Fax: +40 21 267 89 69 E-mail: office@britishschool.ro

www.britishschool.ro
The School is operated by Crawford House Foundation.

Registered 3/25.01.2016. Fiscal Code 24879960

This BSB material was published in December 2018.
Although all the information in this document is considered correct
at the time of publication, certain details may change naturally from

time to time. For the latest updates, see www.britishschool.ro.



2 www.britishschool.ro

What decisions do I have to make?
In Year 10 you begin a two-year course leading to IGCSE (International 
General Certificate of Education) or GCSE examinations, which take place in 
May and June of Year 11. These examinations are very important for you. You 
have to look ahead and decide which subjects you wish to study.

Some subjects are compulsory in Year 10 and 11, others are optional. This 
booklet contains information about all the IGCSE and GCSE courses we offer 
at the British School of Bucharest.

The purpose of this booklet is to:
• Give you important information about all the subjects available for you to 
study for the next two years, both compulsory and optional.
• Help you to make wise choices about the subjects that are best suited to 

your abilities, thereby giving you the best chance of success.

Please read through the booklet carefully, discuss your options with your 
parents and ask your teachers for advice.

Having listened to advice, THE FINAL CHOICE IS YOURS!

Everyone will study the following core (compulsory) subjects:

• English
• Mathematics
• One Science (Biology, Chemistry or Physics)
• One Modern Foreign Language (German, French, Spanish or Mandarin)

You will also participate in Personal Health, Social and Citizenship Education 
(PHSCE) and Physical Education.

MAKING MY CHOICE
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Options
Your choice of options should provide you with a broad and balanced 
curriculum. You should choose a variety of subjects, so as to give you a wide 
range of possibilities for the future, as you might one day want to change 
direction completely from the ideas you now have. Options are designed to 
suit the individual needs of each student and offers a menu of courses that 
will bring you success at the end of Year 11.

All students will follow a minimum of eight subjects, of which four are 
compulsory. You will be able to select four further IGCSEs/GCSEs from the 
list on your options selection sheet.

We recommend in most instances, that you should choose either History 
or Geography in addition to the compulsory subjects. This will help to 
ensure breadth and also falls into line with the requirements of the English 
Baccalaureate (a performance measure now used in the UK).

Duration of Course
Both IGCSEs and GCSEs are two-year courses, and therefore, students 
cannot change at the end of Year 10. In certain circumstances, some 
students may accelerate through an IGCSE or GCSE to take the examination 
early, for example in Mathematics or a Modern Foreign Language; however 
this will be discussed with individual families when relevant. In such cases, 
students may take a further qualification in Year 11, such as Further Maths or 
an additional Modern Foreign Language.

In certain instances, where a serious mistake has been made in choosing 
a subject, students may make a change in the first few weeks of their first 
term in Year 10.

Course Selection
The School would like to be able to offer all the courses listed in this booklet, 
however subjects are offered subject to demand or availability. If we cannot 
provide your chosen subjects when final choices are confirmed, we will 
suggest possible alternatives.

The following pages detail each of the courses offered by the School. An 
individual OPTIONS sheet will be given to each of you. It is very important that 
you study all the information carefully before making your final decision. You 
can also discuss your choices with your subject teachers or your form tutor.
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IGCSE English
English is a crucial qualification and is required for all further study and 
employment where English is the primary language. To ensure your success, 
there are two concurrent courses:
• IGCSE English Language and IGCSE English Literature;
• IGCSE English as a Second Language

Most students will study the curriculum for GCSE English Language and 
GCSE English Literature until December of Year 11, at which point you will be 
assessed. If your teachers feel it is more appropriate, they may recommend 
that you move to IGCSE English as a Second Language.
Some students will study English as a Second Language in Year 10 in order 
to help them prepare for studies in Year 11.

IGCSE English Language

Examination Board EDEXCEL
Course Code 4EA1

What will I learn on this course?
The course enables you to understand and respond appropriately to what 
you hear, read and experience. You will be encouraged to:
• Enjoy and appreciate variety in language
• Communicate accurately and effectively
• Develop skills required in all other areas of study including analysis, 

synthesis and inference.

What skills will I need?
You will need to have a solid grasp of English and the ability to understand 
and explain both explicit and implicit meanings. A wide and varied 

vocabulary will be useful, as well as, the ability to use paragraphs, grammar, 
punctuation and spelling accurately and effectively.

Assessment
You will sit one language examination at the end of Year 11 (60%):
• Response to Unseen Non-Fiction text.

• Response to a prepared Anthology text.

• Writing to Inform, Explain and Describe.

The written Coursework Component (40%) comprises of:

• One essay response to prose or poetry.

• A piece of creative writing.
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IGCSE English Literature

Examination Board EDEXCEL
Course Code 4ET1

What will I learn on this course?
This course aims are: 
• To help you to develop a wide technical vocabulary of grammatical and 

literary terms
• To develop your ability to write critically and analytically
• To develop your ability to analyse language, form, structure and content
• To analyse poetry, prose and drama texts

What skills will I need?
You will need the ability to read texts in detail and explore them for deeper 
meaning as well as, an awareness of ideas and attitudes. You will learn how 
to recognize, appreciate and comment on the way writers use language, 
structure and form to create and shape meaning and effects.

Assessment
The examination at the end of Year 11 consists of one literature paper:
• Poetry and Prose (60%)
• Coursework (40%) 
• One essay in response to modern drama 
• One essay in response to a literary heritage text.
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IGCSE English as a Second Language

Examination Board CIE
Course Code 0510

What will I learn on this course?
The syllabus aims to: 
• Develop the ability to use English effectively for the purposes of practical 

communication
• Form a sound base for the skills required for further study or employment 

using English as the medium
• Promote personal development and confidence in the use of English as a 

means of communication, through a variety of reading, writing, speaking 
and listening tasks.

What skills will I need?
You will need to be prepared to work hard to develop skills in a number of 
reading strategies and in writing for a range of purposes and audiences. You 
will need to have an interest in, as well as, knowledge and opinions of the 
world around you. You will need to share your ideas and thoughts.

Assessment
The examination at the end of Year 11 consists of two papers:
• Reading and Writing (70% of the total mark)
• Listening (30% of the total mark)
• There is also a speaking examination which is separately certified.
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IGCSE Mathematics

Examination Board EDEXCEL
Course Code 4MA1

What will I learn on this course?
The Edexcel International GCSE in Mathematics (Specification A) 
qualification enables students to:
• Develop knowledge and understanding of mathematical concepts and 

techniques
• Acquire a foundation of mathematical skills for further study in the subject 

or related areas
• Enjoy using and applying mathematical techniques and concepts, and 

become confident in using mathematics to solve problems
• Appreciate the importance of mathematics in society, employment and 

study.

What skills will I need?
You will need commitment and the determination to solve complex 
problems. As this is a compulsory subject, you will have been studying the 
necessary material in previous years at BSB in order to develop the required 
skills. The different levels ensure that each student is preparing for an 
appropriate examination.

Assessment
During Key Stage 4 you will complete:
Edexcel International Examinations IGCSE syllabus in Mathematics 
(Specification A) 4MA1

At the end of the course, all students will take 2 written papers as follows:
• Core curriculum – Papers 1F and 2F. Grades Available: 5-1
• Extended curriculum – Papers 3H and 4H. Grades Available: 9-4
N.B. Some students may be accelerated based on their ability and motivation 
to complete the extended course in one year and to complete an additional 
qualification in Year 11.
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GCSE Art and Design

Examination Board EDEXCEL
Course Code 2AD01 (long course)

What will I learn on this course?
• To use a sketchbook to develop ideas
• Experiment with different artistic materials
• Study other artists, designers and craftspeople
• A range of techniques and approaches
• 3D design, architectural design and graphic communications

What skills will I need?
Skills taught in Key Stage 3, such as, printmaking, sculpture, ceramics, lens 
light media, textiles, painting and drawing, will allow a progression to help 
maximize choice and flexibility when developing creative skills at Key stage 
4. Some practical areas covered in Design Technology, will also be highly 
relevant to this course.
You will need to enjoy expressing your ideas through art using different 
techniques and have a personal interest in the visual arts. You should 
be able to concentrate for long periods of time to develop ideas, whilst 
experimenting with a wide range of materials.
You will be advised to choose specific areas of focus, in order to complement 
your strengths and interests, and will need to show initiative and the ability 
to work independently.

Assessment
All of the work you complete during the course will be assessed externally 
through a personal portfolio, based around a theme set by the teacher. This 
will count towards 60% of the overall marks.
In Year 11 you will be given an external assignment set by the examination 
board. You have six weeks of preparatory work that will lead up to a 10-hour 
piece of work. This will count towards 40% of the overall marks.
There will be no written exam paper but the sketchbook will require on- 
going annotation as work progresses.
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IGCSE Biology

Examination Board CIE
Course Code 0610

What will I learn on this course?
Biology is the branch of science dealing with the study of life. It describes 
the characteristics, classification, and behaviour of organisms, how species 
come into existence and how they interact with each other and with their 
environment. Biology has many specialized areas, covering a wide range 
of topics, from biochemistry to cytology and ecology. During the course 
you will complete a number of units based upon the characteristics 
and classification of living things; organisation and maintenance of the 
organism; development of the organism and the continuity of life; the 
relationships of organisms with one another and their environment.
Fieldwork is an important part of the study of Biology. As such, students will 
be expected to participate in field trips as part of the IGCSE course.

What skills will I need?
Biology is the most literal of the sciences, so you will need good 
communication skills. You will need to have a positive attitude towards 
science and the curiosity to explore the phenomena we see around us. You 
should have a commitment and willingness to conduct practical work, safely 
and accurately. You should also be able to demonstrate the ability to be an 
analytical and an imaginative problem solver.

Assessment
The three assessment objectives in Cambridge IGCSE Biology are:

• Knowledge with understanding
• Handling information and problem solving
• Experimental skills and investigations
Practical skills and field work skills will be assessed continuously 
throughout the course.
The examination format is as follows:

Paper 1 or Paper 2 Paper 3 or Paper 4 Paper 6
Multiple Choice Structured Questions Alternative to Practical
45’ 1hr 15’ 1hr
30% of total marks 50% of total marks 20% of total marks

Grades A*-G are available, depending on examination performance.
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IGCSE Business Studies

Examination Board CIE
Course Code 0450

What will I learn on this course?
The course is split into six different sections which are:
1. Understanding business activity 
2. People in business 
3. Marketing 
4. Operations management 
5. Financial information and decisions
6. External influences on business activity

What skills will I need?
You are not expected to have studied business prior to starting this course. 
You might have an interest in business, and want to start your own business 
one day. You may have an enquiring mind and be interested in learning about 
the world around you, how businesses are set up, and what it is that makes 
someone a great entrepreneur. This course will help you to understand all 
this and more.

Assessment
The examination will take the following format:

Paper 1: 1hr 30’ (50%). Written examination consisting of four questions, 
requiring a mixture of short answers and structured data responses. 
Candidates answer all questions. 80 marks.

Paper 2: 1hr 30’ (50%). Written examination consisting of four questions 
based on a case study, provided as an Insert with the paper. Candidates 
answer all questions. 80 marks.

Both papers are externally assessed by the Cambridge International 
Examination board.

Progression
Once you have completed the IGCSE Business Studies course, you may 
choose to progress to the A level Business Studies or A level Economics 
Course.
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IGCSE Chemistry

Examination Board CIE
Course Code 0620

What will I learn on this course?
Chemistry is an important and interesting subject to study. It helps to 
develop practical skills and problem solving abilities. It also explains, 
alongside the other sciences, how the natural world works and is essential 
in creating new materials and finding cures for diseases.
More importantly, the study of Chemistry is a prerequisite for many careers 
such as medicine, pharmacy, dentistry and veterinary science.

What skills will I need?
Chemists are analytical problem-solvers. You will need to have a positive 
attitude towards Science and the curiosity to explore the phenomena we 
see around us. You will need to be a good communicator and should show a 
commitment and willingness to conduct practical work safely and accurately. 

Assessment
The three assessment objectives in Cambridge IGCSE Chemistry are:
• Knowledge with understanding
• Handling information and problem solving
• Experimental skills and investigations

Practical skills are assessed continually through experimental work.

The examination format is as follows:

Paper 1 or 2 Paper 3 or 4 Paper 6
Multiple Choice Structured Questions Alternative to Practical
45‘ 1hr 15’ 1hr
30% of total marks 50% of total marks 20% of total marks
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IGCSE Computer Science

Examination Board CIE
Course Code 0478

What will I learn on this course?
• Develop computational thinking
• Develop an understanding of the component parts of a computer system
• Understand the internal processes of a computer 
• Understand how to develop computer-based solutions to problems, using 

algorithms pseudocode and a high-level programming language

What skills will I need?

Computer Science aims to develop their understanding of the main 
principles of problem solving using computers. Learners will also develop 
a range of technical skills, as well as being able to effectively test and 
evaluate computing solutions. Studying CIE IGCSE in Computer Science will 
help learners appreciate current and emerging computing technologies, the 
benefits of their use and recognise their potential risks. It helps develop 
an interest in computing and to gain confidence in computational thinking.

Topics covered in the syllabus are:
• Data Representation (binary, hexadecimal, data storage)
• Communication & Internet technologies (transmissions, security, 

principals of operation)
• Hardware & Software (Logic, Computer architecture, types of devices, 

memory, OS, etc.)

• Security and Ethics
• Algorithm design & problem solving (pseudocode)
• Programming (concepts, data structures, arrays)
• Databases

Assessment
You will be entered for two papers and the final grade of A* - G will be 
determined by the outcome of the examinations.
Paper 1: Theory – this will account for 60% of the marks.
Paper 2: – Problem Solving and Programming which accounts for 40% of 
the marks.
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IGCSE Design & Technology

Examination Board CIE
Course Code 0445

What will I learn on this course?
During this course you will identify design opportunities and find ways to 
improve designs and incorporate technological improvements.
You will need to generate and record ideas as potential solutions to 
problems using a range of techniques. In addition, you will explore a variety 
of media and use a range of equipment to produce models and mock-ups, 
as a means of exploring a design problem. You will need to select and 
develop a solution, after evaluating considerations of time, cost, skill and 
resources, including sustainability. Through continuous evaluation, you 
will need to show awareness of correct and accurate methods of drawing. 
Understanding the importance of personal safety and the safety of others 
when designing and making products will be essential.

What skills will I need?
You will need to be confident in working with information and ideas (your 
own and those of others). In addition to being responsible for yourself, you 
are also encouraged, to be responsive to and respectful towards others. 
It is important that you are a reflective learner who is able work and learn 
independently in a supportive environment.
You are encouraged to be innovative and to find solutions to new and future 
challenges. You will need to be engaged, both intellectually and socially, 
and ready to make a difference through design and technology.

Assessment

Paper 1: Product design (1hr)
This compulsory question paper tests ‘Part 1’ of the syllabus. Students 
answer one of three open-ended questions which assess their design 
abilities. The range of questions will reflect the breadth of optional content, 
with one question primarily focussing on ‘Resistant Materials’, one on 
‘Graphic Products’.

Paper 2: Project (Continuous Assignment)
The project is compulsory and is a school-based assessment which is 
internally marked and externally moderated with weighting 50%. The project 
is a significant part of the teaching and assessment requirements of this 
syllabus. The students will have the opportunity to access the DT workshop 
facilities, where they will create a product of their own design. Students will 
produce work in the form of an A3-size folder along with a ‘made product’. 
The folder must include sufficient photographs of the made product, 
showing an overall view together with detailed views of evidence which 
support the design and making.

Paper 3: All students do resistant materials.
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IGCSE Drama

Examination Board CIE
Course Code 0411

What will I learn on this course?
Pupils who take IGCSE drama will be:
• Developing their performance skills, both individually and in groups
•  Understanding the role of actor, director and designer, in creating a piece 

of theatre
•  Considering ways in which ideas and feelings can be communicated to an 

audience
•  Discovering the performance possibilities of plays and other dramatic 

stimuli
• Devising dramatic material of their own.

WHAT SKILLS WILL I NEED?
In order to succeed in this course, you will need to have a real enjoyment 
for drama and live theatre. You must be able to work effectively with others 
and enjoy exploring plays and creating original drama. It also helps, if you 
are a confident performer! Although Drama is a 60% practical subject, you 
must also be able to write fluently about the work you have completed in 
class. 40% of the course is a written exam, where pupils evaluate, analyse 
set stimuli, text and/or key extracts from a directors, designers and actors 
perspective.
AO1: Understanding repertoire. Candidates will be assessed on their written 
ability to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the possibilities of 
repertoire, and how to interpret and relay it in a live performance.
AO2: Devising. Candidates will be assessed on their ability to devise 

dramatic material and reflect on its effectiveness.
AO3: Acting skills. Candidates will be assessed on their acting skills and 
their ability to communicate effectively to an audience.

Assessment
Component 1: Written examination 2 hours 30 minutes (40%)
The exam material consists of three stimuli and an extended extract from a 
play (or an abridged version of an entire play). Candidates devise a piece of 
drama based on one of the three stimuli and study the extract from the play.
The questions on the paper will require candidates to have engaged with the 
pre-release material from the perspective of actor, director and designer.
The question paper is structured as follows:
Section A (30 marks) Candidates answer 6–8 short-answer questions on the 
extract from the play (20 marks) and 2–4 questions on the drama devised 
from their chosen stimulus (10 marks).
Section B (25 marks) Candidates answer one longer-answer question from a 
choice of three on the extract from the play.
Section C (25 marks) Candidates answer one longer-answer question from a 
choice of three on the drama devised from their chosen stimulus.

Component 2: Coursework (60%)
Candidates submit three pieces of practical work.
• One individual piece (3–5 minutes): 
one performance of an extract from a play.
• Two group pieces (maximum 15 minutes each):
one performance of an extract from a play and one original devised piece.
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IGCSE Geography

Examination Board CIE
Course Code 0460

What will I learn on this course?
The syllabus enables you to develop a sense of place on the global scale. 
Geography is a multi-disciplined subject and you will develop an awareness 
of a variety of human and physical environments and gain an understanding 
of how people interact with these settings. The course will also allow you 
to develop an understanding of different cultures and the impact on their 
environment.

The course content is divided into 3 broad themes:
1. Population and Settlement
 This includes population growth, problems in cities and migration
2. The Natural Environment
 This includes rivers, coasts, weather and climate, ecosystems and plate 

tectonics
3. Economic Development and the Use of Resources
 This includes development, food production, industry, tourism, energy, 

water and environmental risks

Fieldwork is an important part of the study of Geography and is specifically 
examined in one of the final examination papers. As such, students will be 
expected to participate in field trips as part of the IGCSE course.

What skills will I need?
You need an enquiring mind and will develop a wide range of skills including 
research, interpretation, evaluation, problem solving and reporting. Your ICT 
skills will enhance analysis and presentation.

Assessment
• You will sit 3 examinations at the end of Year 11.

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 4
45% of total marks 27.5% of total marks 27.5% of total marks
Based on 
understanding of the 
key themes

Based on map 
interpretation and 
geographical skills

Based on an 
understanding of 
geographical fieldwork

• The final grade of A* - G will be determined on the outcome of the 
examinations.
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IGCSE History

Examination Board CIE
Course Code 0470

What will I learn on this course?
This syllabus offers the opportunity to study modern world history, from the 
end of the nineteenth century to the beginning of the twenty-first century. 
Students will explore history through social, economic, cultural and political 
perspectives. Students will learn to question the past and to develop and 
deploy historical skills, knowledge and understanding in order to provide 
historical explanations through clear and logical arguments.
Over the two-year period, students will explore the following key questions:
• Were the Peace Treaties of 1919-23 fair?
• To what extent was the League of Nations a success?
• Why had international peace collapsed by 1939?
• Who was to blame for the Cold War?
• How effectively did the USA contain the spread of communism?
• How secure was the USSR’s control over Eastern Europe, 1948- c.1989?
• Why did events in the Gulf matter 1970-2000?
Students will also elect to study either Russia 1905–1941 or Germany 
1918–1945 in depth. For Russia this would include the causes of the Russian 
Revolution, Stalin’s dictatorship, and life in the Soviet Union. For Germany 
this would involve Weimar Germany, Hitler’s dictatorship, and life in Nazi 
Germany.

What skills will I need?
You will need a willingness to explore and analyse different interpretations 
of the past. An interest in history is important, but so too is a desire to use 
sources of evidence to understand and explain why events happened. 
Students should be willing to challenge their own views of the world and 
to become independent, analytical and critical thinkers. The examination 
requires extended writing, so a good level of written English is a necessity.

Assessment
• You will sit 3 examinations at the end of Year 11
• The final grade of A* - G will be determined on the outcome of the 

examinations.
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IGCSE Modern Foreign Languages: French / German / Spanish / Mandarin

Examination Board EDEXCEL/CIE Chinese 1st Lang 
Course Code 4FR1 / 4GR1 / 4SP1 / 4CN1/ 0509

What will I learn on this course?
You will develop the ability to communicate effectively in the target language 
through both the spoken and written word, using a range of vocabulary and 
structures. You will also learn about the countries and communities where 
the target language is spoken. The goal of the two- year course is to be 
able to understand and use the target language in a range of familiar and 
practical contexts, and for a variety of purposes. In some cases, students 
may complete a single IGCSE course in one year and undertake a second 
IGCSE course in Year 11.
The five main topic areas are:
• Home and abroad
• Education and employment
• House, home and daily routine
• The modern world and the environment
• Social activities, fitness and health

What skills will I need?
You will need to have a positive attitude towards language learning and a 
curiosity for the culture of the countries where the target language is spoken. 
You should enjoy communicating in speech and in writing. You should 
have some basic language learning skills that you will develop during the 
course, such as vocabulary learning techniques, the ability to understand 
the meaning from the context and to apply knowledge of vocabulary and 
structures to a new context. 

Assessment 
In the MFL examinations, you will have to: 
• Demonstrate the ability to understand and respond to written and 

spoken language.
• Show knowledge of a large range of vocabulary of common usage.
• Use grammar structures accurately.

There will be three examinations at the end of Year 11:
• Listening (40’), worth 25% of the final grade
• Reading and Writing (1hr 30’), worth 50% of the final grade
• Speaking (10’) worth 25% of the final grade 

The speaking examination is compulsory.
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GCSE Music

Examination Board EDEXCEL
Course Code 1MU0

What will I learn on this course?
You will learn how to improve your performing skills and gain an insight 
into how music is constructed, from the initial ideas through to the finished 
product. You will also learn how to analyse music in a variety of styles and 
discover the social and historical context in which music has been composed 
over the last 400 years up to the present day.

What skills will I need?
If you enjoy performing music in your own time and are learning an 
instrument, having singing lessons or creating music at home, then this 
might be a suitable subject for you. To take this course, you must be able to 
offer just one instrument and/or voice. If you would like to create music of 
your own, then the composition component of the course will give you the 
opportunity. If you want to broaden your knowledge of all types of music, 
including classical, popular and world, then the course will also give you an 
appreciation of the diversity of musical styles that exist today.
You will have already gained many of the basic skills needed for this 
course in your Music lessons in Key Stage 3. You have been introduced to 
creating music of your own in class within the confines of a brief, and this 
is developed on the GCSE course as you choose two topics for composition. 
There is a wide choice and it can be tailored to your own musical interests 
and strengths.
You need to be prepared to listen closely to music, in order to study the 
 eight set works and learn unfamiliar styles. Set pieces are taken from the 

Instrumental Music 1700–1820, Vocal Music, Music for Stage and Screen 
and Fusions.

Assessment 
We follow the Edexcel GCSE Music syllabus (9-1 grading system), which is 
assessed in the following ways:
• Performing (30%): you will need to play one solo piece and one ensemble 

piece lasting for a total of four minutes.
• Composing (30%): you will need to compose two pieces over the two 

years with a combined time of 3 minutes minimum. One will be composed 
to a brief set by the exam board.

• Listening and Appraising (40%): you will be assessed through a 90 
minute written paper with questions on your prescribed set works which 
include Beethoven: 1st Movement from Piano Sonata no. 8 in C minor 
‘Pathétique’, Queen: Killer Queen (from the album ‘Sheer Heart Attack’), 
S Schwartz: Defying Gravity (from the album of the cast recording of 
Wicked), J Williams: Main title/rebel blockade runner (from the soundtrack 
to Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope), Afro Celt Sound System: Release 
(from the album ‘Volume 2: Release’), Esperanza Spalding: Samba Em 
Preludio.



19The British School of Bucharest KS4 Prospectus

IGCSE Physics

Examination Board CIE
Course Code 0625

What will I learn on this course?
Physics is crucial to understanding the world around us, the world inside 
us, and the world beyond us. It is the most basic and fundamental science.
Physics challenges our imagination with concepts like, relativity and string 
theory, and it leads to great discoveries, like computers and lasers, that 
lead to technologies which change our lives - from healing joints, to curing 
cancer, to developing sustainable energy solutions.

What skills will I need?
Physicists are problem solvers. Their analytical skills make physicists 
versatile and adaptable so they work in interesting places. You can find 
physicists in industrial and government labs, on college campuses, in the 
astronaut corps, and consulting on TV shows. In addition, many physics 
graduates work for newspapers and magazines, in government, and even on 
Wall Street - places where their ability to think analytically is a great asset.
During the course you will complete a number of units based upon general 
physics, thermal physics, atomic physics, and properties of waves, 
electricity, and magnetism.

Assessment
The three assessment objectives in Cambridge IGCSE Physics are:
• Knowledge with understanding

• Handling information and problem solving
• Experimental skills and investigations

The examination format is as follows:

Paper 1 or 2 Paper 3 or 3 Paper 6
Multiple Choice Structured Questions Alternative to Practical
45’ 1hr 15’ 1 hr
30% of total marks 50% of total marks 20% of total marks

Grades A*-G are available, depending on examination performance.
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