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The Essay “Shape Your Tomorrow” Guideline

Amidst all the challenges this year has thrown at us, we’re also presented with an incredible opportunity: to look 
forward and imagine what the world could be and what we want it to be. In the `new normal ,̀ we’re renewing our 
commitment to provide you with a schooling experience that helps you become a changemaker and future leader.
The `Shape Your Tomorrow` Scholarship is a door that opens so many others. It’s the first step you take to fulfil 
your highest potential. It’s the foundation for a life spent learning, being relentlessly curious, and helping to 
create a better future.

A. Topics for the Essay “Shape Your Tomorrow”

1. Share your opinion on how social distancing will reshape the way we interact with each other.
2. The lessons we learn from overcoming obstacles are fundamental for our growth. Recount one of the most 

challenging moments from the past year. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from overcoming it?
3. If life before this was ‘normal’, I don’t want to go back. Discuss why humanity needs to do better in the new 

normal regarding environmental problems, gender equality, or systemic racism.
4. True creativity is not looking outside the box but inside it. Argue for or against the fact that limitations help 

us think unconventionally.

B. Guidelines for Essay
Writing format 
The essay should contain 1,500 – 2,000 words 
Paper size: A4
Font: Times New Roman

Title font size: 16 (Bold)

Font size: 12

Space: 2 (justify)

i. The essay will be part of the application process. 
ii. Each participant may submit only one essay.
iii. The essay must be written in English.
iv. All essays that are received are final. No revisions are accepted.
v.  The essay must be submitted in Adobe PDF (.pdf) format via the landing page submission form.
vi. The essay should specifically address one of the Essay Topics.
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vii.  The essay must be the original work of the student (written by the participant) and must not infringe 
upon the copyrights, trademarks, rights of privacy, publicity, moral rights or other intellectual property 
or other rights of any person or entity.

viii.  The essay must not have been published elsewhere, in whole or in part, either prior to the Admissions 
process or concurrently.

ix.  The essay must have a cover page with the title of the work and the author’s name. Every subsequent 
page must be numbered.

x.  The essay must contain three parts (which don’t have to be mentioned explicitly). These are a synopsis, 
a main body of text and a conclusion.

xi.  Bibliography – Here we are referring to books, pictures, graphs, or any other online sources (from 
verified and trusted sites) which are cited and should be listed at the end of the essay by using the 
Harvard format. ( To see an explanation of the Harvard format: http://www.citethisforme.com/harvard-
referencing)

xii. In order to be considered, all essays must be submitted by 22nd January 2021.

EXAMPLE GUIDE WHICH COULD BE USED FOR GRADING
Grading Excellent  -  10-7 Good  -  6-4 Needs Improvement  -  3-2

Content/Development Essay has a specific central 
idea that is clearly stated 
in the opening paragraph; 
appropriate, concrete details 
support the central idea and 
show originality and focus.

Central idea is vague; 
somewhat sketchy and non-
supportive to the topic; lacks 
focus.

Unable to find specific 
supporting details; 
more than four errors in 
information.

Organisation Essay is logically organised 
and well-structured displaying 
a beginning, a body and a 
conclusion. Critical thinking 
skills are evident.

Essay somewhat digresses 
from the central idea; ideas do 
not logically follow each other.

Central point and flow of 
essay is hard to follow; lacks 
organisation and continuity.

Style Writing is smooth, coherent 
and consistent with central 
idea. Sentences are strong 
and expressive with varied 
structure. Vocabulary is 
consistent and words well 
chosen.

Sentences are varied and 
inconsistent with central idea, 
vocabulary and word choices.

Lacks creativity and focus. 
Unrelated word choice to 
central idea. Vocabulary is 
inconsistent.

Mechanics Written work has no errors 
in word selection and use, 
sentence structure, spelling, 
punctuation and capitalisation.

Written work is relatively free 
of errors in word selection 
and use, sentence structure, 
spelling, punctuation and 
capitalisation (1-2 errors)

Written work has several 
errors in word selection and 
use, sentence structure, 
spelling, punctuation and 
capitalisation (3-4 errors)

Research Cites researched information; 
introduced personal ideas to 
enhance essay cohesiveness

Some research of the topic 
was done but was inconclusive 
to support topic; cited 
information was vague

Did little or no gathering of 
information on the topic; did 
not cite information


