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The Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9) curriculum at the 
British School of Bucharest is based on the 
Secondary National Curriculum for England 
as set out in the table below and hence, the 
subjects taught across Key Stage 3 form the 
basis for further study to the Key Stage 4 
curriculum at IGCSE level and Key Stage 5 
curriculum at Advanced Level.

However, BSB prides itself on both the range 
and diversity of the curriculum and also that 
the curriculum is adapted to best serve the 
ambitious educational needs of the individual 
or groups of learners. As such, a programme 
of study is created which supplements or 
modifies core material or text books. Adapted 
educational provision can also include Special 
Educational Needs, Gifted and Talented 
programmes or English as an Additional 
Language support for students as required in 
accordance with appropriate needs and the 
relevant school policies.

The structure of the National Curriculum 
in terms of subjects which are deemed 
compulsory at each key stage, is set out in 
the table below (adapted from The National 
Curriculum in England, DfE Crown Copyright: 
2014, page 6)

Key Stage 3

Age 11 - 14

Year groups 7 - 9

Core subjects

English ✓

Mathematics ✓

Science ✓

Foundation subjects

Art and design ✓

Citizenship ✓

Computing ✓

Design and technology ✓

Languages ✓

Geography ✓

History ✓

Music ✓

Phisical education ✓

Educational Enrichment
Much out-of-classroom learning takes place at 
BSB, offering students opportunities to take 
part in a range of educational trips, as well 
as learning experiences drawn from the rich 
variety of natural resources our school grounds 
has to offer, such as the Science Garden, 
nature areas, sports facilities and wildlife. 
Students may also take part in curriculum-
based enrichment opportunities, tournaments 
or competitions, such as the UKMT Maths 
Challenge, the ISTA festival for Drama, the 
COBIS poetry competition, the international 
COBIS Games for Physical Education and the 
COBIS Music Festival, among many others. The 
co-curricular activities (CCA) programme offers 
a range of additional creative, sporting and 
educational enrichment activities including 
our Innovation Hub which run until 4pm or later 
and we expect students to take advantage of 
at least two CCAs to help develop skills and 
interests in other areas.  

Materials 
All students at Key Stage 3 have a 1:1 
touchscreen device as a learning tool which 
gives them full access to online resources 

Key Stage 3
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shared and recommended by teachers, though 
for the majority of subjects students will 
have an exercise book which is where the 
core material and tasks for learning will be 
recorded. As well as adapted resources, many 
students find the BBC Bitesize website useful, 
which includes a breakdown of subjects and a 
variety of activities, tests and revision guides. 

Homework
Homework is set regularly according to the 
Homework timetable which is published at the 
start of the academic year for each year group. 
At BSB, all homework is posted online using 
the Show My Homework learning platform 
which allows students to organise their 
homework tasks and offers parents the ability 
to support children to organise and complete 
their homework. 

Assessment
All assessment is carried out in accordance 
with school policy and the grade descriptors 
below and as such, regular assessment takes 
places throughout the term. This can include 
short tests, both written and oral, or longer 
graded pieces of assessed work. Student work 
completed in lessons will also be marked. 
Grades are reported to parents at regular 

intervals throughout the school year and these 
grades represent the culmination of all work 
and assessment completed for the term. 

Effort Grades
For all students, the following effort guidelines 
are used when marking work:
1. Excellent effort. Lots of time spent on 

thinking, planning and presentation 
2. Very good effort, showing a lot of care taken
3. Tasks completed with satisfactory standard of 

effort, but room for improvement 
4. Poor effort, some work may need repeating 
5. Rushed work with little thought or effort

Curriculum Delivery 
Students are taught in mixed ability groupings 
across Key Stage 3 in all subjects except 
Mathematics, Science and Modern Foreign 
Languages (MFL). 

In Mathematics, students are taught in 
ability sets. The allocation of a student to a 
particular set is determined by the results of 
assessments taken towards the end of Key 
Stage 2 (for Year 7 students), the results of 
admissions assessments for new students 
and the results of internal class continual 
assessments.

The class sets are reviewed regularly and there 
will be at least three opportunities during the 
course of the year when students may change 
class for their best educational interest. 

This may also be the case for Science where 
students may be placed in ability groupings 
which are reviewed throughout the course of 
the academic year.

In MFL, at Year 7 students continue to study 
their language choice from Key Stage 2 or 
the language selected during the admissions 
process for new students. Upon entry into Year 
8, students choose a second language out of 
the languages offered at BSB: French, German, 
Spanish or Mandarin.

The study of first and second languages 
continues at least to the end of Year 9. There 
may also be opportunities for a student to take 
examinations in their mother tongue.

Curriculum Allocations
The curriculum is delivered over 50 lessons 
lasting 65 minutes each across a two-week 
timetable. The allocation of curriculum 
subjects is distributed as shown in the 
following table as numbers of lessons over a 
two-week timetable cycle: 

Grade Key Stage 3 Attainment Indicators

A

Completes virtually all tasks to high level of accuracy and competence. Has excellent 
skills for the age group and demonstrates an excellent knowledge of the subject. Works 
in depth and detail where necessary, showing excellent understanding in responses and 
actions.

B

Completes the majority of tasks to a high level of accuracy and competence. Has a good 
level of skills for the age group and demonstrates a good knowledge of the subject. 
Works in depth and details where necessary, showing good understanding in responses 
and actions.

C
Completes many tasks accurately and competently. Has the basic skills for the age group 
and demonstrates a fair knowledge of the subject. Works in depth and detail at times, 
often showing understanding in responses and action.

D

Completes some tasks with some accuracy and competence. Has some skills that 
are appropriate for the age group and demonstrates some knowledge of the subject. 
Responses and actions may be brief and superficial but still show some signs of 
understanding.

E
Completes few tasks with accuracy and competence. Has demonstrated few skills that 
are appropriate for the age group or knowledge of the subject. Responses and actions 
are brief and superficial with little rewardable content.

In line with the aims of our curriculum policy and the BSB values, the academic programme at 
Key Stage 3 is ambitious and is the means through which the School achieves its objectives of 
educating children in the knowledge, skills and understanding that they need to flourish and lead 
fulfilling lives.

Year 7 8 9

English 6 6 6

Mathematics 6 6 6

Science 6 6 6

Physical Education 4 4 4

Art 2 2 2

DT 2 2 2

Music 3 2 2

Drama 3 2 2

Geography 3 2 3

History 3 3 2

World Religions 3 2 2

Computer Science 2 2 2

Language 1 3 3 3

Language 2  4 4

PSHCE 2 2 2

Tutor Time 2 2 2
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What will I learn on this course?
At KS3 we continue to build on the foundations of KS2 to develop 
students’ engagement with English Language and Literature and 
to develop their reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. It is 
important at this point to differentiate between language acquisition and 
the study of English Language from KS3 onwards. English is the medium 
of instruction in BSB, meaning students are immersed in English in most 
of their lessons. However, English Language is a subject in its own right. 
Students are challenged to develop their understanding of how and why 
writers use specific words or how the structure of a text can convey a 
hidden meaning.
We place the students in mixed ability English groups throughout KS3, as 
this allows for the development of multiple approaches and for different 
perspectives and insights to emerge. The groups are rearranged on 
a yearly basis to ensure that they are balanced, based on end of year 
exams, and so that students have a variety of different English teachers 
over the three years of KS3. In both KS3 and KS4 we approach the study 
of language and literature concurrently. 
We encourage the students to read as widely as possible across KS3. 
Time is devoted to reading at the beginning of every English lesson 
and there is an entire period allocated to reading in the school library. 
Students are actively encouraged to borrow books, or to bring books 
from home, and to become more engaged and informed readers. 
Students are also expected to read at home and we will set homework 
tasks that specifically target reading. We believe that through reading 
pupils can develop intellectually, culturally, emotionally and socially. 
We want to encourage a love for the spoken and written word, so that 
students are reading because they enjoy it.

What skills will I develop?

Reading

Across KS3 students will be introduced to a range of both fiction and 
non-fiction. We read full novels in class but also introduce a range of 
short stories, poems and plays, both modern and literary heritage texts. 
Reading set texts is the basis of each year at KS3 and builds towards 
the studied novel and poetry tasks that appear on the iGCSE English 
Language and Literature examinations. Each group will undertake a 
detailed reading of their set texts during lessons and will start in Year 
7 with a basic understanding of plot, characters, themes, and key 
moments. By the end of Year 7 students will be able to produce clear 
paragraphs that show their ability to analyse these areas. This is 
developed throughout KS3 and by the time students progress to the 
end of Year 9, they will be able to confidently sustain their analysis of 
set texts over the course of an essay, to develop their analysis beyond 
the plot, characters and themes, and to offer a critical comment on the 
audience, purpose, form, tone and the context of these set texts.

In Year 7 we set shorter, plot driven novels, for example Millions by Frank 
Cottrell-Boyce, Holes by Louis Sachar or Cirque du Freak by Darren Shan. 
By the time students reach Year 9 they will read a full Shakespearean 
play: The Taming of the Shrew, The Tempest or Much Ado About 
Nothing. This approach helps students’ understanding by learning new 
vocabulary and developing their engagement with language. Students 
learn to question why the writer may have chosen a particular word or 
phrase and look at a range of potential synonyms and antonyms for 
those word choices, thus moving from understanding to investigation 
of language. Within the study of poetry, we also examine the idea that 

words can be chosen for both their meaning and their sound, again 
examining the layers of meaning in the study of English Language. 
This approach also tests the students to continually push their ability 
to make inferences and the need to refer to evidence from the texts to 
support their burgeoning opinions.

Writing

The skills of writing both academically and imaginatively are enhanced 
and expanded throughout the KS3 curriculum.  Students will be taught to 
write for a variety of purposes and audiences across a range of contexts. 
Teachers will often take inspiration from the set texts to offer students 
imaginative and transactional writing tasks e.g. a short story inspired 
by a line from a poem or non-fiction texts, a diary from the point of view 
of the protagonist of the novel, or a letter from one character in a drama 
to another.

By the end of Year 7 we look for conscious choices around vocabulary and 
accurate spelling and grammar, but by the end of Year 9 we are looking 
for much more sophisticated control of language with punctuation 
and structure for effect, managing to communicate complex ideas in a 
controlled manner.

Throughout KS3 we will encourage students to refine their ability to plan, 
edit, draft and proof-read their work, students will be asked to do this 
before they submit work and again when they have been given feedback. 
This process of planning and editing is a key skill we want to embed as 
it is vital for KS4, particularly if the students are hoping to participate in 
the coursework element of iGCSE.

English
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Assessment

We assess student progress continually throughout the year, using a 
range of assessment techniques, including more traditional essay and 
writing based tasks which are completed in notebooks and contain 
written feedback. 

We also assess student contributions to discussion within lessons 
and how this assists their learning. We examine how well students can 
explain and elaborate on their ideas both orally and in a written form. 

Students are expected to provide feedback for one another. The process 
of tasking the students to see the strengths and areas for improvement 
in each other’s work helps to develop a more critical insight.

Students will also undertake final examinations at the end of each 
school year in the Summer term.

They will be expected to complete:
•  One language paper comprising a one-hour examination of reading and 
writing
•  One literature paper comprising a one-hour examination of unseen poetry, 
studied poetry and a studied novel/drama

This end of year testing mirrors the final examinations in iGCSE, with a 
language and literature paper and allows students to feel more confident 
going into KS4.

What will I learn on this course?
The mathematical content covered at Key Stage 3 is interesting and 
engaging for students and is also designed to ensure good preparation 
for further study of the Edexcel International GCSE Mathematics 
qualification (Specification A) (9–1).

Content overview

•  Topic 1: Number − Integers; fractions and decimals; percentages; 
calculation skills; ratio and proportion; standard form

•  Topic 2: Algebra – Expressions and formulae; equations; sequences; 
graphs; inequalities

•  Topic 3: Geometry – Measure; angles; symmetry; transformation; 
constructions; congruence and similarity; Pythagoras’ theorem and 
trigonometry

• Topic 4: Statistics – Data; charts and diagrams; probability

What skills will I develop?
Students will:

•  become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, giving them 
the ability to recall and apply complex formulae, terminology and 
facts with increasing speed and accuracy. This includes varied and 
frequent practice with increasingly complex problems over time, so 
that students develop conceptual understanding

•  demonstrate detailed understanding of complex mathematical 
procedures consistently, apply and use terminology, facts and 

notations, apply detailed understanding of complex mathematical 
procedures, notations and concepts to a given context

•  present and organise data in a variety of forms with limited guidance, 
interpret information from graphs, tables, charts and lists and draw 
conclusions. Use a logical approach to generate efficient strategies 
to solve problems by translating them into a series of mathematical 
processes

•  solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine 
problems with increasing sophistication, including breaking down 
problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in seeking 
solutions.

Assessment
Throughout KS3, students are given the opportunity to show their skills 
and understanding in both internal and external quizzes and half termly 
assessments. Enriching the school curriculum is an important part of 
the Mathematics Faculty with students competing in UKMT challenges, 
many of whom progress to the Kangaroo and Olympiad rounds. Students 
are encouraged and supported to compete in the CoBIS Worldwide 
Maths Challenge, World Maths Day, School Maths Day, and Enrichment 
Maths (during CCA time).

Mathematics
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What will I learn on this course?
We follow the science national curriculum for England and Wales. Physics, 
biology and chemistry topics are taught in separate units following on from 
skills and knowledge learnt during key stage 2 and in preparation for key 
stage 4 sciences. Major biology topics include ecology, human health and 
disease, reproduction, genetics and cells. Physics topics covered include 
waves, electricity and magnetism, energy and power generation, forces and 
motion and space. In chemistry students will learn about chemical reactions 
including symbol equations, the periodic table, acids and bases, and 
particles. Each unit will contain a significant amount of practical activity and 
outdoor learning where appropriate.

What skills will I develop?
Laboratory skills are learned and honed throughout science lessons at BSB. 
Standard safe procedure is a key part of our approach to collecting data and 
practicing of correct scientific methodology is essential. Students will need 
basic mathematical skills to process data and calculators are an important 
tool in any science test. Learning how to carry out ‘good science’ means 
sometimes making mistakes, identifying errors and improving next time. 
As such, students will often work in small teams on open tasks where they 
will be expected to work cooperatively to solve a problem. Analysing results 
and drawing conclusions, along with linking together abstract concepts and 
ideas, are valuable skills that students will take with them into key stage 4 
and beyond.

Assessment
Each topic is taught over a half term with a 50 minute end of unit test. Most 
units also contain an assessed written task or practical project.

There is a one hour end of year examination which will test knowledge of all 
science topics covered throughout the academic year. Grades are awarded for 
attainment, ranging from A to F.

Science
What will I learn on this course?
Through a mix of team and individual games, leadership opportunities, 
fitness training methods and movement/aesthetic activities students will 
explore their individual abilities. They will also explore the effects of activity 
on their physiology and the importance of living an active lifestyle. Students 
will participate in different activities covering a variety of the following: 
Outdoor Adventure Activities, Rugby, Volleyball, Football, Basketball, 
Netball, Badminton, Dance, Swimming, Handball, Squash, Health and 
Fitness, Rounders and Athletics. 

What skills will I develop?
By the end of Key Stage 3, students will be able to: 
• Participate in self-selected physical activity 
• Cooperate with and encourage classmates
• Accept individual differences and demonstrate inclusive behaviours
• Engage in physical activity for enjoyment and self-expression
• Explore fitness training methods and movement/aesthetic activities 
• Focus on exploring leadership opportunities
• Develop and understand swimming skills and water-safety protocol 
•  Apply tactics and strategies to modified game play in team and 

individual activities

Assessment
Assessments will happen continuously and will be reported as students 
progress in the selected Learning Outcomes for each year. The teacher will 

use a variety of formative and summative assessments to evaluate each 
Learning Outcome. All assessments or observations will fall under one of 
the following categories:

Summative Assessments:  60% of grade
Knowledge and Performance:
• Skill Evaluations (rubrics)
• Written Evaluations (reflections, journal entries, quizzes) 
• Project/s, Homework, Classwork 

Attitude Towards Learning (Formative Assessments): 40% of grade
Points will be reflected upon observations by the teacher in the following 
categories:

• Organisation 
 »  Physical Education Kit
 »  Hair correctly tied back and wearing proper shoes
 »  iPads or Chromebooks

• Classwork
 »  Application within Fitness 
 »  Attitude towards working with peers
 »  Attitude towards challenging and new concepts 

• Participation
 »  Leadership 
 »  Personal Engagement
 »  Execution and Application
 »  Cooperation and Effort
 »  Social Skills

Physical Education
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What will I learn on this course?
Art at BSB is studied by all students in Key Stage 3 and as an option subject 
in KS4 and KS5. Students are taught to develop their creativity and ideas, 
and to increase proficiency in their execution. Over time they develop 
a critical understanding of artists, architects and designers, expressing 
reasoned judgements that can inform their own work. 

The programme and content of study varies each year in Art, though it is 
consistently underpinned by the application of drawing as a recording and 
communication tool. Additionally, the structure and importance of the 
creative process (research, recording, development and experimentation) 
is embedded throughout all the KS3 classes and is designed to prepare 
students for the demands and expectations of KS4 and KS5 examination 
courses. Areas of study may include drawing, painting, printmaking, digital 
art, photography 3D work, design, textiles and mixed media.

What skills will I develop?
Students will work with a range of materials and processes to record 
observations and develop ideas and intentions through material 
experimentation. Alongside the practical aspect they will learn to analyse 
and evaluate their own work and that of others. 

As students progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a 
more rigorous understanding of how art and design reflects and shapes our 
history and contributes to our culture, as well as developing the ability to 
imagine, analyse, evaluate, problem solve, execute and develop fine motor 
skills, art ultimately teaches students to become visually literate, which is 
essential for the commercially astute world in which we live today.

Assessment
To assess Art at KS3 the teacher appraises the quantity and quality of 
participation, the level of progression and the students’ attainment and 
ability in relation to a given set of success criteria. Learning is evaluated 
through verbal and visual feedback, teacher modelling and demonstrations, 
and peer to peer interactions. Students are provided with a half-termly 
grade which indicates whether they are working at the expected level for 
their age group.

Art
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What will I learn on this course?
Design and Technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using 
creativity and imagination, students design and make products that solve 
real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, considering their 
own and others’ needs, wants and values. They acquire a broad range of 
subject knowledge and draw on disciplines such as mathematics, science, 
engineering, computing and art. Students learn how to take risks, becoming 
resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable citizens. Through the 
evaluation of past and present design and technology, they develop a 
critical understanding of its impact on daily life and the wider world.

Design and Technology aims to ensure that all students:

• develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to 
perform everyday tasks confidently and to participate successfully in 
an increasingly technological world  

• build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in 
order to design and make high-quality prototypes and products for a 
wide range of users 

• critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of 
others

• understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook.

What skills will I develop?
Through a variety of creative and practical activities, students will be taught 
the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative 
process of designing and making. They will work in a range of domestic and 

local contexts [for example, the home, health, leisure and culture], and 
industrial contexts [for example, engineering, manufacturing, construction, 
energy]. When designing and making, students will be taught to:

Design
• use research and exploration, such as the study of different cultures, to 

identify and understand user needs

Design and Technology 
• identify and solve their own design problems and understand how to 

reformulate problems given to them
• develop specifications to inform the design of innovative, functional, 

appealing products that respond to needs in a variety of situations
• use a variety of approaches [for example, biomimicry and user-centred 

design], to generate creative ideas and avoid stereotypical responses
• develop and communicate design ideas using annotated sketches, 

detailed plans, 3-D and mathematical modelling, oral and digital 
presentations and computer-based tools 

Make
• select from and use specialist tools, techniques, processes, equipment 

and machinery precisely, including computer-aided manufacture
• select from and use a wider, more complex range of materials and 

components, taking into account their properties

Evaluate
• analyse the work of past and present professionals and others to 

develop and broaden their understanding
• investigate new and emerging technologies
• test, evaluate and refine their ideas and products against a 

specification, taking into account the views of intended users and 
other interested groups

• understand developments in design and technology, its impact on 
individuals, society and the environment, and the responsibilities of 
designers, engineers and technologists 

Technical knowledge
• understand and use the properties of materials and the performance of 

structural elements to achieve functioning solutions

• understand how more advanced mechanical systems used in their 
products enable changes in movement and force



1716 The British School of Bucharest KS3 Prospectuswww.britishschool.ro

What will I learn on this course?
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of 
creativity. A high-quality music education should engage and inspire students 
to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their 
self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. As students’ progress, 
they should develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to 
compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical canon.

The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all students:

• perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical 
periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great 
composers and musicians

• learn to sing and to use their voices, create and compose music on their 
own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, 
use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to 
the next level of musical excellence

• understand and explore how music is created, produced and 
communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions of pitch, 
duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate 
musical notations

What skills will I develop?
At BSB, Key Stage 3 music focuses on acquiring skills so that students 
can actively participate in solo and ensemble playing and compose. All 
students will have the opportunity to sing and to learn skills on classroom 

instruments, such as ukulele, guitar and keyboard. Furthermore, they will 
specialise on an orchestral instrument from the woodwind, brass or string 
families. 

These skills will be utilised in the three main activities of performing, 
composing and listening. Students will study the different features and 
musical elements used in a variety of classical, world, blues and pop music. 
Over the three years of Key Stage 3, students will learn how to use melody, 
chords and rhythm to create music in a variety of different styles including 
using classical structures, pop and rock song writing and improvising.

Topics Year 7

Topics include learning to interpret different types of notation appropriate to 
different instruments, orchestral discipline, ensemble playing and analysing 
pop-song structure.

Topics Year 8

Topics include song-writing based on protest songs, chord theory and music 
technology/physics of sound.

Topics Year 9

Students will research in-depth a world music topic and perform Samba 
rhythms as a group, as well as composing and performing music with 
repetitive structures and film music.

Assessment
Students all have the opportunity to further their interests from classroom 
music lessons in the free co-curricular activities which are based on strings, 
brass, woodwind, voice and guitars. Those with more experience join the 
school orchestra and can be selected for international competitions. 
Overall the department aims to instil a life-long interest in making music 
and to cater for a wide range of interests, be they membership of a 
community drumming group, involvement in amateur operatics or becoming 
a professional soloist or composer.. 

Music
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• enhancing students’ understanding and appreciation of society by 
giving them opportunities to experience another person’s life in 
another situation

• promoting enquiry and encouraging students to think critically and 
constructively on a range of local and global issues

Assessment
In drama students are assessed on 3 areas. Every half term they will be 
graded formally on two different areas:

1. Creating - planning, rehearsing, communication of ideas and ability 
to work with others

2. Performing - acting skills, communication, use of drama strategies, 
performance content and structure

3. Evaluating - written planning, script writing, evaluation of their own 
performance and that of others

Drama

What will I learn on this course?
In drama students will study at least 4 different schemes of work over the 
entire year, one of which will be a play text whereas another will tackle a 
personal, social or health issue. Below are a few examples of themes KS3 
schemes have been based on:

• Historical events, figures and time periods

• Published playscripts – characters, themes, plots

• Theatrical practitioners – their beliefs, techniques and how they changed 
theatre

• Drama roles – actor, director, designer

• Teamwork and teambuilding

• Social/cultural/moral issues

• Theatrical genres and style

• Drama strategies, elements of drama and mediums of drama

What skills will I develop?
Drama develops students as individuals by:

• encouraging an awareness of self and others

• helping students to develop relationships among peers, with teachers, 
other adults and wider audiences

• helping to develop students’ confidence in their own abilities, 
particularly in verbal and non-verbal communication

• enabling participants to evaluate their achievements as individuals 
and evaluate the achievements of others

Drama develops students as contributors to society by:

• encouraging mutual respect, sharing and a sense of responsibility

• enabling students to analyse issues in a safe environment, through 
exploration and negotiation and helping them to structure solutions
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What will I learn on this course?
The syllabus enables students to develop a sense of place on a global scale. 
Geography is a multi-disciplined subject and they will develop an awareness 
of a variety of human and physical environments and gain an understanding 
of how people interact with these settings. The course will also allow students 
to develop an understanding of different cultures and the impact on their 
environment.

The course content over the three years will include:

• human geography topics such as settlement, globalization, population 
and resources, tourism, development, trade and aid

• physical geography topics such as hazards, rivers, weather and climate, 
coasts, landscapes, ecosystems

• environmental issues including global warming and climate change

• a range of place specific examples to illustrate the topics being studied, 
including settings within Romania and globally

What skills will I develop?
Students will need an enquiring mind and will develop a wide range of skills 
including research, interpretation evaluation, problem solving and reporting. 
ICT skills will enhance research, analysis and presentation.

Assessment
Internal examinations will be held at the end of each year.

Throughout each year students will complete a range of assessment tasks 
which will include quizzes, tests, presentations and reports, project work and 
decision-making exercises. These will help inform teachers of their progress 
and will aid reporting and parent meeting discussions.

Geography
What will I learn on this course?
The Key Stage 3 history curriculum offers the chance to study a range of themes 
in world history, with a particular focus on the history of Europe. Students will 
explore the past through social, economic, cultural and political perspectives 
in a broadly chronological order. They will learn to ask questions of the past 
and develop their historical skills, knowledge and understanding to present 
analytical, organised, and well-supported arguments.

Over the course of the three-year curriculum, students will study a broad range 
of content:

• The rise and fall of the Roman Empire

• Rulers and the ruled in the Medieval period

• The impact of the Renaissance

• Conflicting interpretations of early-modern monarchs including Vlad 
Tepes

• How far the French Revolution was revolutionary

• The nature of change in the Industrial Revolution

• The origins and effects of the First World War

• The local and global impact of the Russian Revolution

• The Holocaust

What skills will I develop?
Students will explore and analyse different interpretations of the past through 
a range of sources. By using evidence, they will learn to decode the message 

of written and pictorial sources and will learn to explain how and why events 
in the past happened.

Assessment
Internal examinations will be held at the end of each year.

Throughout each year a range of assessment tasks which will include quizzes, 
tests, presentations and reports, project work and decision-making exercises 
will be completed. These will help inform teachers of students’ progress and 
will aid reporting and parent meeting discussions.

History
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What will I learn on this course?
Computer Science is based around three key elements:

• Algorithmic Thinking - an introduction to the logical thinking skills and 
methods required for computer programming.

• Digital Citizenship - how to live in an increasingly technological world, 
including safety, intellectual property rights, computer ethics, and 
computing and the environment.

• Computer Skills - using software packages that are commonly used in 
industry to solve particular problems.

What skills will I develop?
In Algorithmic Thinking, students will progress from giving simple instructions 
such as directions through flowcharting and graphical programming and, by 
the end of KS3, to being capable of writing simple programs in Python.

In Digital Citizenship, students will spend some time each year looking at 
different aspects of online safety.

They will also look at topics on intellectual property, copyright and licensing, 
ethical computing, electronic waste and emerging technologies.

Throughout the Computer Skills course, students will develop skills in 
packages like word-processors, presentation graphics, graphic manipulation, 
and spreadsheet use that can then be used in other subjects, even if 
the student chooses not to take Computer Science at IGCSE or in future 
employment.

Assessment
Computer Science is entirely project based. Students work for a set number 
of lessons on projects introducing and expanding on skills and knowledge. 
Each project is graded on an A to E scale based on criteria that usually 
include: Design, Technical Content and Functionality.

What will I learn on this course?
World Religions gives the opportunity to develop knowledge and 
understanding of religious beliefs, values and traditions, through the 
study of the six major world religions and non-religious views. Students are 
encouraged to form well-argued, well-informed, balanced and structured 
responses that engage with questions of belief, value, meaning, purpose, 
truth, and their influence on human life.

What skills will I develop?
In Year 7 students will develop a working knowledge of the key aspects of 
the six major world religions including their origins and range of beliefs. 
In Year 8 they will take this foundation and compare key themes such as 
pilgrimages, festivals, and life experiences including views on what happens 
after we die. They will also begin to consider non-religious views. In Year 9 
they will use their deepening knowledge of different viewpoints to address 
moral and ethical questions over issues such as human and animal rights, 
suffering, and war.

Students will be encouraged to develop an open and enquiring mind, and 
will practise a range of skills including research, interpretation, evaluation, 
problem solving and reporting. They will often need to challenge their own 
views of the world and will learn to become independent, analytical and 
critical thinkers. 

Assessment
Students will sit internal examinations at the end of each year.

Throughout each year they will complete a range of assessment tasks which 
will include quizzes, tests, presentations and reports, project work and 
decision-making exercises. These will help inform teachers of their progress 
and will aid reporting and parent meeting discussions.

World Religions Computer Science
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What will I learn on this course?
In Year 7 students will learn one modern foreign language. This will normally 
be a language started in Primary. In Year 8 they will add a second modern 
foreign language from beginner level and continue with these two languages 
until the end of Year 9. 

Across KS3 the main topic areas are: 

• Family and Self

• School 

• Hobbies and Free time

• Holidays and Travel 

• House, Home and Daily Routine

• Food and Health 

By the end of KS3 grammar acquisition will include the use of Present, 
Past and Future tenses, genders and use of adjectives as well as sentence 
structure, where relevant to the language.

What skills will I develop?
Students will develop the ability to communicate effectively in the target 
language through both the spoken and the written word, using a range of 
vocabulary and structures. They will also learn about the countries and 
communities where the target language is spoken. The goal of the course is to 
be able to understand and use the target language in a range of familiar and 
practical contexts.

Students will need to have a positive attitude towards language learning 
and a curiosity for the culture of the countries where the target language is 
spoken. They will develop skills in communicating both in speech and in 
writing, vocabulary learning techniques and the ability to understand the 
meaning from context and apply knowledge of vocabulary and structures to 
a new context. Listening and Speaking are key skills and will be developed 
through practice.

Assessment
As well as regular short vocabulary and grammar tests, all four skills of 
Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking are regularly tested at intervals 
throughout the year. In addition, at the end of each year there is a summative 
exam in all four skills.

What types of homework will I get? 
Homework may include vocabulary learning, listening activities, written tasks, 
grammar exercises, recording of spoken dialogues or consolidation and 
revision of classwork. 

Modern Foreign Languages
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