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School Prospectus

Welcome
from our Headmaster

Thank you for your interest in the British School 
of Bucharest (BSB). It is my pleasure to write the 
introduction to this prospectus, which I hope 
will assist you in selecting the most suitable 
international school to support your child’s 
education and personal development. 

We focus on educating the whole person, and this 
remains central to the mission and ethos of our 
school. We are passionate about providing every 
learner at BSB with the stimulus, encouragement 
and support to develop their academic abilities, 
their wide-ranging interests and a sense of 
personal values. 

We have provided a dynamic and progressive 
education for over twenty years that helps pupils 
be confident and to strive for high standards in 
all disciplines and make a positive difference 
to the challenges of the modern world. A wealth 
of opportunities are available to young people 
today and we are committed to inspiring our 600 
students to become responsible citizens and 
leaders in communities and professions around 
the world. 

A visit to our school will give you the opportunity 
to assess the calibre of our students, their 
teachers and our campus. You will be made most 
welcome at the British School of Bucharest.

Philip Walters
HeadmasterWE PROVIDE A DYNAMIC AND 

PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION THAT HELPS 
PUPILS BE CONFIDENT TO STRIVE FOR HIGH 
STANDARDS IN ALL DISCIPLINES.
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About
We are a long established, well-resourced international private school 
located in Bucharest providing a comprehensive international education 
based on the National Curriculum for England.

Your child will join more than 500 others aged 2-18 as part of a richly 
diverse learning community, with students representing approximately 
50 nationalities. They will benefit from an impressive pupil to teacher 
ratio and will experience a personalised and highly supportive learning 
environment.

We tailor our educational programme individually to your child’s 
requirements providing a positive, stimulating, secure and caring 
environment that encourages the fulfilment of their potential and the 
growth of their self-esteem and self-confidence in academic, social and 
personal areas. Your child will have the opportunity to innovate, create, 
collaborate and become an active learner.

Mission
The British School of Bucharest is committed to developing 
confident, motivated, self-disciplined learners who 
can realise their full potential and make a responsible 
contribution to the world.

THE QUALITY OF THE PUPILS’ LEARNING 
AND ACHIEVEMENT IS EXCELLENT.Excellence UK Independent Schools Inspectorate, 2018
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the British School of Bucharest



UK Independent Schools Inspectorate, 2018

Experience BSB
The British School of Bucharest is located to the north of the capital and 
occupies a 2.2-hectare site. We have three main buildings housing the 
EYFS and Key Stage 1, the Primary School and the Secondary School. 
Wherever your child studies they will benefit from exceptional facilities 
and will experience interesting and stimulating environments for learners, 
with a range of classroom styles providing an exciting variety of learning 
opportunities.

Our campus security is robust, so your child will have a safe and peaceful 
school to enjoy.

To provide a comprehensive international education based on the 
National Curriculum for England

To provide a strong intellectual foundation that prepares students to 
continue their education anywhere in the world

To provide students with a positive, stimulating, secure and caring 
environment that encourages the fulfilment of individual potential and 
the growth of self-esteem in all areas, academic, social and personal 

To encourage students to engage in open enquiry, creativity, decision-
making and independent thought

To create an environment that develops knowledge and respect for 
different cultures, values and beliefs and to be active and responsible 
citizens of the world community

To develop within students an attitude of individual responsibility, 
based upon the values of honesty, respect, self-control, equality and 
concern for others

To foster partnerships between home and school in the learning process 
and engage the diverse resources and talents of our international 
community

Aims

THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL, PUPILS ACHIEVE NOTABLE 
SUCCESS ACROSS A WIDE RANGE OF ACTIVITIES,
DISCOVERING NEW INTERESTS AND DEVELOPING A
VARIETY OF SKILLS WHICH THEY PURSUE AT A HIGH
LEVEL, REFLECTING THE AMBITIOUS AIMS OF
THE SCHOOL.
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Quality of Teachers
Your child will benefit from attending the only private school in Romania 
staffed exclusively with experienced first-language English teachers. 
Including graduates from Oxford, Cambridge and Russell Group, all our 
teachers have graduated from respected universities and many have higher 
and post-graduate degrees. 

External Validation
You can be confident that your child will receive a great education - we 
are recognised as a British School Overseas (BSO) via the Independent 
Schools Inspectorate (ISI) and are accredited by the Romanian Agency 
for Quality Assurance in Education (ARACIP). Our internal processes of 
continual evaluation and improvement are underpinned by regular ISI 
inspections for compliance with standards that apply to independent 
schools in England under the UK’s Department for Education regulations. 
We are members of COBIS, BRCC and AmCham. We are also qualified to 
offer teacher training via IStip to suitably qualified candidates and have 
recently been recognised as a COBIS Training school due to the quality 
of the continual professional development programme and opportunities 
within school for our community. 

Quality
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Why choose
the British School of Bucharest for Your Child?

THE ONLY BRITISH SCHOOL IN ROMANIA RATED ‘EXCELLENT’ FOR 
BOTH “THE QUALITY OF PUPILS’ LEARNING AND ACHIEVEMENTS” 
AND “THE QUALITY OF PUPILS’ PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT”
BY THE UK INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS INSPECTORATE, 2018



Values and Pastoral Care
You will quickly notice the strength of our pastoral care and the sense of 
community among our international student body. Class sizes that allow 
teachers to be attentive to all pupils, allow rigorous monitoring proce-
dures and strong relationships between our staff and your child, with a 
concentration on our core values including honesty, respect, equality and 
a concern for others. Your child will have honest and open dialogue with 
teachers who take pride in their students’ achievements. They will also 
have many opportunities to have their voice heard by adults and peers.

Quality of the Learning 
Environment and Resources
The opportunities that your child will have for learning are immense. They 
will have real-life learning experiences leading to personal growth through 
our investment in the latest technology and will be exposed to creative and 
innovative Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM). 
This gives them invaluable practical experience that nourishes their skills 
of creativity, flexibility and collaboration, preparing them for jobs that may 
not yet exist. The practical, child-centred, active learning nature of our 
lessons facilitates growth in manual dexterity.

Quality of Curriculum 
and Co-curriculum
An excellent, robust curriculum is crucial to your child’s education and this 
is just what the ISI inspectors have confirmed that we have. Coupled with 
the breadth and popularity of our co-curricular activities, your child will 
have access to an extensive range of opportunities.

UK Independent Schools Inspectorate, 2018

Values
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THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL, PUPILS CONSISTENTLY REFLECT THEIR 
ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIOUR, THE VALUES ENCAPSULATED IN THE 
SCHOOL’S AIMS. THIS IS BECAUSE THE LEADERSHIP OF THE SCHOOL 
ENSURES THAT BOTH THE QUALITY OF THE PASTORAL CARE AND THE 
ATTENTION GIVEN TO THE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT CONTRIBUTE TO 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF PUPILS’ CONFIDENCE IN THEMSELVES AND IN 
THEIR SURROUNDINGS.



Offering the National Curriculum for England to your child 
allows us to focus on the development of their whole 
personality. While acquisition of knowledge is vital, it is not 
sufficient alone to guarantee success. We want to ensure 
that your child develops their full potential to challenge and 
discover their world, making independent decisions and 
taking responsibility.

SCHOOL LEVEL KEY STAGE CLASS AGE
(ON 31ST AUGUST) CURRICULUM PROGRAMME)

EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION
PROGRAMME

NATIONAL CURRICULUM 
FOR ENGLAND

NATIONAL CURRICULUM 
FOR ENGLAND

IGCSE

A-LEVEL

SECONDARY SCHOOL

PRIMARY SCHOOL

EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION PROGRAMME

KEY STAGE 1

KEY STAGE 2

KEY STAGE 3

KEY STAGE 4

KEY STAGE 5
(SIXTH FORM)

PRE-NURSERY

NURSERY

RECEPTION

YEAR 1

YEAR 2

YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

YEAR 7

YEAR 8

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

YEAR 11

YEAR 12

YEAR 13

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

If you are seeking individual, tailored support for your child, with the 
opportunity to learn at the pace and intensity that suits them, you will find 
that these goals are at the heart of the British system which provides a very 
broad education from the early years and then becomes more specialised 
as students’ progress through IGCSE and on to A Level.

You can see where your child will fit into our school here:

Knowledge
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National Curriculum
For England



The ages in brackets below are the age of the 
child on 31st August for a September start.

Pre-Nursery (age 2-3)
Nursery (age 3-4)
Reception (age 4-5)

Your child’s educational, social and personal 
needs are addressed with carefully planned 
activities providing a multitude of learning 
opportunities. They will enjoy a play-orientated 
learning environment encouraging individual 
development through teacher-led and 
independent activities. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) frame-
work ensures that high standards are achieved 
for your child’s learning, development and care, 
helping them experience the best possible start in 
life. They will have many opportunities to develop 
their abilities and talents in a playful environment 
where they can feel safe, secure and happy.

Aims and Objectives
EYFS Guidance, published by the UK Department 
for Education, is based on four principles:

A Unique Child 

We understand that your child will develop in 
individual ways and at varying rates – we will 
make sure that they have every opportunity to 
achieve their best.

Positive Relationships 

As partners in your child’s education we value the 
essential contribution that parents make. You will 
find that we have a strong focus on developing 
caring, respectful and professional relationships 
between staff, students and families.

Enabling Environments 

As partners in your child’s education we value the 
essential contribution that parents make. You will 
find that we have a strong focus on developing 

caring, respectful and professional relationships 
between staff, students and families.

Learning and Development 

Your child’s play will become their opportunity to 
engage in active learning, to explore and make 
sense of the world, practise ideas, communicate 
with others as they solve problems and develop 
the confidence to make decisions. We fully 
support the EYFS statement: ‘In their play, 
children learn at their highest level’.

Learning and Development is categorised as:

•  Communication and language
•  Physical development
•  Personal, social and emotional development

Additionally, your child’s learning will cover 
the specific areas of Literacy, Mathematics, 
understanding the world, and expressive arts and 
design taught in collaboration.

You will find further details at
www.britishschool.roNurturing
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Early Years
Foundation Stage (age 2-5)



Your child will discover a broad and balanced 
curriculum based on the National Curriculum 
for England. This is taught entirely in English 
by native English-speaking teachers and has 
strong emphasis on Literacy and Numeracy 
throughout Key Stage 1 and 2.

Key Stage 1
Years 1 & 2 (age 5-6)

Your child will have a varied and stimulating 
curriculum with classrooms full of activity 
and an atmosphere that is calm, caring and 
conducive to learning. Our teachers will build a 
respectful and close rapport with your child. We 
always have time to listen, talk and help.

Key Stage 2
Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 (age 7-10)

As your child moves on to Key Stage 2, their 
increased independence as a learner and 
their strengths are recognised and supported 

by our teachers who will ensure a dynamic 
and rigorous delivery of the curriculum, while 
creating a positive and nurturing environment.

They will focus on the development of high self-
esteem and respect for others and your child 
will be encouraged to take further responsibility 
for themselves and others as they progress 
through the Key Stages.

From Year 3 your child will start to learn a 
modern language as part of their regular 
curriculum. We currently offer the choice of 
French, Spanish, German or Mandarin, with an 
emphasis on oral communication. 

Your child will have access to an extensive 
co-curricular programme, including the BSB 
University courses which help pupils develop 
key skills, and many other activities, field trips 
and inter-school events and competitions.

Homework
Your child’s weekly homework will be tailored 
by their Class Teacher and can include work on 
spelling, Mathematics and language, as well 
as daily reading. In addition, your child will be 
challenged with other activities more suited 
to the home environment, given as a variety of 
‘takeaway tasks’ set each term.

A general guideline for commitment to 
homework is:

Years 2 & 3: 20 minutes a day
Year 4:  30 minutes a day
Year 5:  35 minutes a day
Year 6:  45 minutes a day

You will find further details at
www.britishschool.roPositivity
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Primary
School (age 5-11)



In Key Stages 3-5 your child will meet rigorous and challenging academic 
learning complemented by a range of extra-curricular activities, including 
after-school co-curricular activities (CCA), a variety of school trips, 
opportunities for academic extension via dedicated enrichment days and 
external speakers, and a work experience programme.

Key Stage 3
Years 7, 8 & 9 (age 11-13)

The challenges at Key Stage 3 are both exciting and demanding. Your child 
will lay the foundations for lifelong learning and begin to consider the 
crucial decisions they will make at age 14. They will focus on personalised 
learning in enjoyable lessons. Rigorous target setting is linked to high-
quality assessment, alongside careful attention from teachers to your 
child’s individual learning styles, motivation and needs. We understand 
that your child is changing, aspirational and emergent, an adult in the 
making with a range of learning needs.

Homework
A general guideline for commitment to homework is:

Years 7-8:  Up to one and a half hours per evening
Year 9:   Up to two hours per evening

You will find further details at www.britishschool.ro

Challenges
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Secondary
School (age 11-18)

UK Independent Schools Inspectorate, 2018

IN THE SECONDARY SCHOOL, PUPILS SHOW EXCELLENT 
UNDERSTANDING AND KNOWLEDGE. THEY ENGAGE CONFIDENTLY 
IN DISCUSSION, REFLECT THOUGHTFULLY ON THEIR OWN WRITING, 
AND SHOW A RANGE OF ANALYTICAL SKILLS.



Key Stage 4
Years 10 & 11 (age 14-15)

Your child will be offered a well-balanced course of subjects during 
these two vital years. They will be able to keep many options open for 
further study and employment. Courses in Years 10 and 11 lead to the 
internationally recognised and respected IGCSE (International General 
Certificate for Secondary Education) qualifications. The final examinations 
are externally set and marked by the Edexcel or Cambridge Assessment 
International Education bodies. These examinations are the first of a two-
step process towards qualifications needed for admission to universities 
around the world.

Your child will study a minimum of eight IGCSE and GCSE subjects in Key 
Stage 4 but may take nine or ten.

Homework
A general guideline for commitment to homework is: 

Years 10-11: Up to two and a half hours per evening

Key Stage 5 / Sixth Form
Years 12 & 13 (age 16-17)

Your child will have support and guidance in selecting an appropriate 
course of study, which will include a combination of A level examination 
subjects, dependent on their IGCSE results and their overall level of ability. 
In Years 12 and 13, your child will follow an A level programme of study 
set by the Edexcel or Cambridge Assessment International Education 
awarding bodies, with options to take additional IGCSE subjects. These 
qualifications provide a firm base from which to enter universities 
worldwide.

Homework
A general guideline for commitment to homework is: 

Year 12-13: Up to three hours per evening

You will find further details at www.britishschool.ro

Guidance
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The General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) is the official 
examination, which completes Secondary education in British schools, 
usually when the students are age 16. It is normally taken over two 
years and your child will choose a range of subjects in which to take the 
examinations. GCSE qualifications are recognised worldwide and are the 
ideal gateway to further academic study in the UK and beyond.

As your child enters Year 10, they begin their two-year course leading to 
IGCSE or GCSE qualifications following examinations in May and June of 
Year 11.

Options
Your child will be guided to study a minimum of eight subjects. Their 
choice of options will provide them with a broad and balanced curriculum 
designed to suit their individual needs, a menu of courses that will bring 
them success in their IGCSE examinations.

It is compulsory for your child to study the following core subjects:

•  English Language
•  Mathematics
•  At least one Science (Biology, Chemistry or Physics)
•  At least one Modern Foreign Language (German, French, Spanish or 
Mandarin)

They will also participate in Personal Health, Social and Citizenship 
Education (PHSCE) and Physical Education. We recommend that your child 
choose either History or Geography in addition to the compulsory subjects. 
This will help to ensure breadth and falls in line with the requirements of 
the English Baccalaureate (a performance measure now used in the UK).

Success RESULTS IN IGCSE EXAMINATIONS HAVE BEEN 
HIGHER THAN WORLDWIDE NORMS.
UK Independent Schools Inspectorate, 2018
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GCSE / IGCSE
Programme to A Level



If your child is considering applying to any university in the UK, or the rest 
of the world, then A Levels provide them with an internationally recognised 
qualification. These prestigious courses are internationally acknowledged 
as evidence of the most demanding and rigorous intellectual training. They 
are unique in providing an unrivalled depth of study in a few specialist 
subjects.

After two years of A Level study, your child will have developed the kind of 
subject knowledge often only acquired during the first year at university 
in many other countries. A Levels also develop broad study skills and the 
ability to think and argue critically. Your child will be fully prepared for the 
challenge of studying at world-class universities.

In Year 12, your child is recommended to choose a maximum of four A Level 
subjects. External examinations take place in January and May. Your child 
must pass Year 12 courses to move on to full A Level courses.

To study for A Level courses, on entering Year 12 your child will need 
to have:
•   achieved at least five GCSE or IGCSE passes at grade C and above, or 

the equivalent, 
•  shown previous success in their chosen subjects, when applicable. 
There are some A Level subjects that candidates can take without any 
previous experience, notably: Geography, Economics, Business Studies, 
Computer Science and Psychology.

In Year 13, your child is likely to pursue three of the original subjects or, in 
exceptional cases, four.

Exceptional
School Prospectus Page 25School ProspectusPage 24

A Level
Moving on to University

THE STUDENTS ARE FULLY PREPARED FOR THE CHALLENGE 
OF STUDYING AT WORLD-CLASS UNIVERSITIES.



The following subjects (known as ‘facilitating’ subjects) are those required 
most often and therefore will not limit your child in their choice of course:

•  Mathematics and Further Mathematics 
•  Physics
•  Chemistry 
•  Biology 
•  Geography 
•  History 
•  English 
•  Modern Language: French, German or Spanish

Options – A Level subjects
•  English Literature
•  Mathematics
•  Further Mathematics
•  Business Studies
•  Economics
•  Physics
•  Biology
•  Chemistry
•  Geography
•  History
•  Psychology
•  Modern Language: French, German, Spanish or Mandarin
•  Computer Science
•  Music
•  Art & Design
•  Drama & Theatre

To move on to university, your child will usually require passes in three A 
Level subjects, though university placements and entry requirements do 
vary. It is essential that you and your child research chosen institutions 
and courses carefully. Universities will make conditional and sometimes 
unconditional offers, but entry will be dependent on achieving the grades 
specified by the individual institutions. It is important to note that some 
universities have minimum IGCSE requirements, some require that there 
are no re-sits or early entry modules and some require passes in specific 
subjects.

Preparation
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Our students benefit from a bespoke University Guidance programme. This 
is delivered by our University Guidance Counsellor with the support of our 
Sixth Form tutors, Head of Key Stage 5, Head of Secondary, Headmaster 
and many other experienced staff. Key Stage 5 students receive weekly 
group sessions on the university application process covering aspects 
which include course and destination selection, student finance, 
application essays, personal statements and CVs. Practical skills, useful 
for university such as budgeting, cooking for yourself, balancing study and 
being away from home are also covered.

Advice covers applying in the UK but also the USA, Netherlands, other 
European destinations and worldwide, either as primary or back-up 
destinations. Our University Guidance Counsellor is available for students 
and parents to make individual appointments whenever they need advice, 
help or support.

Applying to universities in 
the UK
The UK university entrance programme analyses your child’s predicted 
final A Level grades, and considers a detailed personal statement and a 
school reference. For many competitive courses, IGCSE results also become 
an important factor. Universities set minimum grade requirements for 
each of their courses, which are readily available on their websites. Some 
universities demand prestige through academic achievement and therefore 
will have higher grade requirements. This form of selection enables 
universities to enrol the right student for the course offered, and we seek 
to guide your child as much as we can in every step of the process.

GCSEs in both Mathematics and English (or their equivalent) are also com-
pulsory for entry to a UK university. If your child does not have qualifica-
tions in these subjects, they will be required to retake them in Year 12.

The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) is the English 
Language examination favoured by UK universities and, depending on 
individual circumstances, we may recommend that your child study for this 
qualification. We will actively support their preparation.

Applying to universities 
outside the UK
If your child wishes to apply to American universities, we advise that they 
study for and take SAT papers set by the education authorities in the US. 
These are taken externally at a recognised centre. An increasing number of 
US institutions accept candidates on the strength of A Level performance 
alone and all recognise the value and strength of A Level qualifications. 
Indeed, in many subjects, your child can gain credits at university for high 
A Level passes. We assist them as they research different universities and 
guide them through the application procedures. These vary from institution 
to institution and can be complex.

Your child may also consider applications to European and other 
worldwide universities. Individual universities and colleges have their own 
entry requirements and application procedures. We are happy to advise 
and assist with such applications. All universities recognise A Level grades 
as suitable entry qualifications for higher level studies.

BSB graduates go on to study at a wide range of top universities in the 
UK, Europe, North America and beyond. Currently our students are at UK 
universities such as the University of Cambridge, The Wharton School of 
the University of Pennsylvania, UCL, LSE, Warwick, Bath, Exeter, Edinburgh, 
Liverpool, Queen Mary’s and Bristol and in a range of countries from 
Mexico to Canada and Spain to Turkey as well as in Romania. We also have 
graduates attending European universities such as Groningen, Amsterdam 
and Warsaw.
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University Applications
The Process

NEW 2019 DESTINATIONS

University of Cambridge
University of Essex
University of Liverpool
Glasgow International College
University of the West of Scotland

Delft University of Technology,
Computer Science and Engineering, Amsterdam

dBs Berlin
University of the Popular Arts Berlin

University of Pennsylvania, USA

UK Universities

ABERDEEN
BATH
BRISTOL
COVENTRY
EDINBURGH
ESSEX
EXETER
FALMOUTH
GLASGOW
GLASGOW
HULL
LANCASTER
LEEDS
LONDON
MANCHESTER
NORWICH
OXFORD
PORTSMOUTH
SOUTHAMPTON
WARWICK
WEST OF SCOTLAND
WESTMINSTER
YORK 

• The University of Edinburgh
• Heriot-Watt University

• Imperial College
• University College London (UCL)
• London School of Economics and Political Science
• King's College
• City, University of London
• University of the Arts London
• Queen Mary University
• Istituto Marangoni
• SOAS University
• Architectural Association School of Architecture
• Kingston

EUROPEAN Universities

ANGLO-AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF PRAGUE
DUBLIN BUSINESS SCHOOL
ECOLE HOTELIERE DE LAUSANNE
ERASMUS UNIVERSITY ROTTERDAM
GLION INSTITUTE OF HIGHER EDUCATION
IA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
ISTITUTO EUROPEO DI DESIGN
ISTITUTO MARANGONI
POLITECHNIKA WARSAW
RHINE-WAAL UNIVERSITY
THE HAGUE UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSIDAD DE NAVARRA
UNIVERSITY OF AMSTERDAM
UNIVERSITY OF GRONINGEN

WORLDWIDE Universities

BEIJING UNIVERSITY, CHINA
LEBANESE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY, LEBANON
UCLA, USA
UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA
UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA, SOUTH AFRICA
UNIVERSITY OF THE AMERICAS, MEXICO

• University of East Anglia



Friendship and Community
Your child will be one of 600 students who we care for, aged 2 to 18 and 
representing approximately 50 nationalities. They will experience a posi-
tive and respectful environment and this also extends to our pupils’ fami-
lies. We are a community which encourages friendship, warmth and caring. 
From the start of the EYFS programme through to Year 13, our students 
learn to treat each other, and our community, with respect.

Encouraging Team Spirit
Upon joining BSB your child will be allocated to one of four academic 
Houses, Arges, Mures, Danube and Olt, named after the four major rivers 
in Romania. They will remain in their House throughout their time at the 
school and enjoy the opportunity to represent it in regular events and 
competitions.

The House system and House Competition are an integral part of life at 
BSB, bringing students, teachers and Teaching Assistants from different 
year groups together across the entire school.

Students elect their own House Captains and work together as a team 
competing for House Points in various sporting, academic and cultural 
activities. On these occasions, students wear their House colours of red, 
green, blue and yellow to compete and to cheer their House on to victory! 
House Points are also awarded for good behaviour and acts of kindness 
and charity, encouraging your child to always think of others.

Teamwork
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Developing
Our Pupils

YOUR CHILD WILL BE PART OF A COMMUNITY WHICH 
ENCOURAGES FRIENDSHIP, WARMTH AND CARING.



Respect
Your child will learn how important it is to respect all cultures and religions. 
No single form of religious worship is taught, but we do teach students 
about major world religions and festivals and we invite speakers from 
different religions into school around the time of particular celebrations. 
With this approach, we offer your child an invaluable opportunity to learn 
more about the world around them and form a tolerance and understanding 
of others with different religious beliefs and backgrounds.

We are committed in our approach to maintaining student welfare and do 
not tolerate bullying of any kind.

Respect

Building Confidence
Whatever their background, your child should be happy and confident in 
their learning environment, particularly in an international school. We will 
offer support in English as an Additional Language (EAL) to your child if 
their first language is not English. The assistance we provide can include 
sit-in support during lessons, one-to-one support, after-school support and 
small group work.

We think of our campus as a ‘slice of Britain sitting in the capital of 
Romania’. Your child will benefit greatly from this ‘British feel’ and total 
immersion approach, which stretches from the classroom to the sports 
field and beyond.
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WE UNDERSTAND HOW IMPORTANT IT IS FOR YOUR 
CHILD TO BE HAPPY AND CONFIDENT.



Assessment for Learning
Your child will be continually assessed and monitored to ensure that:

•  they are aware of their progress and the level at which they are studying

•  they have achievable short-term targets to work towards to consolidate 
their progress and guide them on to the next level 

In addition to ongoing assessment and feedback, your child will receive 
grade card reports at the end of each half term in Secondary plus two 
formal written reports each year. These reports are prepared by both class 
and specialist teachers detailing progress made and key target areas to 
focus on to progress to the next level. Parents have several opportunities 
each year to attend parent/teacher consultation evenings to discuss their 
child’s progress. Parents are also welcome to request a meeting with a 
Class or Subject Teacher at any time during the school year.

Curriculum Enrichment
New Challenges at the BSB University

We have successfully run our BSB University programme for Primary 
students for 10 years to personalise their learning through skills 
development that sits outside the National Curriculum.

Three times a year, whilst in Key Stage 1 and 2, your child can choose 
from a range of courses run by staff during school time and supported by 
parents and volunteers. Following their chosen course, they will receive a 
certificate in recognition of the specific skills that they have learned. Your 
child can develop skills in drama, dance, music, art, crafts, electronics, 
food technology, history and languages with new and exciting courses 
being added regularly.

Learning
UK Independent Schools Inspectorate, 2018
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PUPILS DEVELOP A WIDE RANGE OF SKILLS AND INTERESTS 
AS A RESULT OF THE ‘UNIVERSITY’ PROGRAMME.



Co-curricular Activities
Through around 100 co-curricular activities (CCA), your child can try new 
sports and activities and pursue a variety of service related and other 
interests, opportunities which often develop into lifelong passions.

Amongst many other choices, your child may work on arts and crafts 
projects, music, academic extension classes such as language-learning, 
writing support, or computer skills. They may enjoy mathematical games or 
sport. Students in Years 3 and above will be encouraged to enrol in at least 
two activities of their choice every term.

Sports opportunities for your child continue throughout the year according 
to the season giving balanced opportunities for our school football and 
basketball teams to train together and for non-team members to enjoy a 
wide variety of alternative activities.

Alongside the standard sports provision, your child can enjoy table 
tennis, dance, gymnastics, fencing, climbing, swimming, karate, athletics, 
trampolining and tennis. Mixed sports are available for younger children. 
We are delighted that professional footballer Stelian Stancu assists with 
coaching our football teams and runs out-of-hours coaching sessions 
which are open to everyone.

BSB Journeys
BSB Journeys represents an essential component of our education 
experience, adding a discovery component to your child’s development. 
Through BSB Journeys they will discover new places and people, build 
bridges with new cultures and acquire new life skills.

Much more than just trips, BSB Journeys aim to wrap up your child’s 
personal growth experience in a context which is both academic and 
informal. Fun, socialising, discovery, exploration, personal development, 
unique experiences, memories for a lifetime … these are what BSB Journeys 
are all about.

Activities
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YOUR CHILD CAN PURSUE A VARIETY OF SERVICE RELATED 
AND OTHER INTERESTS, OPPORTUNITIES WHICH OFTEN 
DEVELOP INTO LIFELONG PASSIONS.



Personal Achievement
Your child will feel a sense of personal achievement every day. To feel 
that learning is meaningful they need to understand that they are 
personally achieving something that is of value, whether it be swimming 
a full length of the school pool, learning to play a musical instrument, 
or passing an examination. This sense of personal achievement is the 
reward for their time and effort invested. Their individual achievements 
help to build their confidence, motivating them to work hard towards 
achieving their next goal. 

Personalised goal setting is a central pillar of life at BSB. Teachers will 
work closely with your child to help them set agreed, achievable, short and 
long-term goals while providing continued positive feedback and support.

Achievement
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Supporting
Each Individual
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THE QUALITY OF THE PUPILS’ PERSONAL 
DEVELOPMENT IS EXCELLENT.



Innovation Hub
The opportunity to be part of our unique Innovation Hub, an extension 
of the Design and Technology curriculum, is unique. A technical space 
developed to provide real-life experiences, it will give your child the 
chance to bring together different disciplines that they are learning.

Alongside the application of Physics, Mathematics, Design and 
Technology on a day-to-day basis, they will be taught several high-calibre 
extracurricular courses in the Hub.

Scholarship and Bursaries
We are committed to broadening access to British education by offering 
scholarships and bursaries, from 10% to 100%, to talented students. 
Scholarships are offered dependent upon performance at entrance 
examinations, a review of the student’s past academic success and an 
interview with the student and parents. All scholarship applicants are 
examined in English and Mathematics to assess their suitability alongside 
a test of broader cognitive ability.

Innovation
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Gruia,  BSB scholarship student, currently practising 
Healthcare in the UK.

RECEIVING A SCHOLARSHIP WAS A UNIQUE
OPPORTUNITY. LIVING, LEARNING AND BEING PART OF 
THE COMMUNITY HELPED ME DEVELOP AS A FUTURE 
ACADEMIC AND STUDENT LEADER.



Friends of BSB
You will be welcomed as parents to become 
a member of Friends of BSB (FBSB). With our 
community of culturally diverse families, FBSB 
encourages, promotes and extends our friendly 
and supportive environment. Join us, volunteer, 
ask questions and support our school!

We all play active roles in fundraising. By helping 
others, your child will develop their own social 
awareness and learn to take the initiative in 
supporting the community. As a Secondary 
student they may plan their own fundraising 
events as part of their qualification for the Duke of 
Edinburgh International Award. 

Each June, we bring our school ‘family’ together 
to celebrate the completion of another successful 
and exciting year. We transform our beautiful 
campus with stalls, activities, competitions and 
performances – there is always something for 
everyone to enjoy.Connecting
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at the British School of Bucharest

BY HELPING OTHERS, YOUR CHILD WILL DEVELOP 
THEIR OWN SOCIAL AWARENESS.

Community



Transport
We have a fleet of school minibuses available 
to transport your child to and from school each 
day, across an extensive catchment area. Each 
route has a regular driver so that parents and 
children see a familiar face each day. Your child 
will be escorted to the minibus by one of our 
Teaching Assistants. 

School lunch
We promote a healthy lifestyle, and this is 
reflected in our school lunches, providing 
your child with a high-quality complete meal. 
Active, growing children need to eat regularly, 
so alongside fresh and tasty meals, your child 
will also be provided with a nutritious snack at 
morning break at no extra charge. 

We have our own in-house catering team that 
prepares lunch on campus, giving us complete 
control over the menu and the quality of the 
ingredients used. Supporting our focus on 
promoting a healthy lifestyle, we include the 
dining halls as part of the broader educational 
experience by placing emphasis on hygiene, 
good table manners and respect for others. 

Once in Secondary, your child can choose to 
eat in the Takanaka Bistro, offering a healthy 
variety of salads, sandwiches and soups. 
Parents are also welcome to visit the Bistro to 
enjoy the ambience and the range of food and 
drinks on offer.

Alternatively, your child will have the option 
of bringing a nutritious lunch from home. It is 
important that food brought from home does 
not contain nuts, in line with our Nut-Free 
School policy.

School Uniform
Your child will take a pride in their appearance 
by always wearing their school uniform, 
including Physical Education kit. This is 
mandatory from Nursery and the full uniform 
must be worn each day, except for non-uniform 
days. Sixth Form students in Years 12 and 13 
studying for A Level are not expected to wear 
school uniform; however, they should be 
dressed smartly in ‘business dress’, as if for a 
job interview.

Uniform can be purchased either from the 
online shop or from the Uniform, Books and 
Gifts Shop located on campus.Caring
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Daily life
at the British School of Bucharest



Admissions
We have an open-door policy and are always happy to meet and welcome 
new students and parents to our school.

In deciding to enrol your child at the British School of Bucharest, your first 
step is to fill in the Book a Visit Form at www.britishschool.ro/admissions/ 
book-a-visit to arrange a tour. When you visit, you will have the opportunity 
to meet some of our teachers. We recommend that you make an appoint-
ment during term time when classes are in session, allowing you to see 
our students learning, to meet the teachers, and to get a better feel for the 
educational experience that your children will enjoy. Applicants will then 
undertake an assessment focusing on Mathematics and English. Once your 
child is provisionally accepted for registration, our Administrative Staff will 
take you through the final stages.

We encourage you to visit our school website, www.britishschool.ro, where 
you will find up-to-date information about our latest events and news that 
will help you to develop a more complete picture of life at our school.

Our admissions staff are always happy to help. Please feel free to contact 
them at admissions@britishschool.ro

Our admissions staff are always happy to help. Please feel free to contact 
them at admissions@britishschool.ro

We look forward to welcoming you and your child to our school soon.

Welcome
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WE PROVIDE A DYNAMIC AND PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION 
THAT HELPS YOUR CHILD BE CONFIDENT TO STRIVE FOR 
HIGH STANDARDS IN ALL DISCIPLINES.

Enrolling



Welcome to the British School of Bucharest
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